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ORIGIN COA-02 

INEO OCT-OI ARA-16 ISO-00 COME-00 L-03 SCS-03 EB-II SCA-01 

H-03 INR-10 DLOS-06 PRS-OI CG-00 /057 R 

DRAETED BY SEW/COA W.G.VANCAMPEN:EEB 
APPROVED BY SEW/COA W.G.VANCAMPEN 
COM/NOAA/NMES-MR. HOWARD (SUB) 

ARA/CEN-MR. SULLIVAN 

072508 

R0723I4ZDEC73 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
INEO AMEMBASSY MEXICO 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 240423 

E.O. 11562 GDS 
TAGS:EFIS CR 

SUBJECT:LANDING OF US TUNABOAT MARIA FT, ENA 

USG HAS NO RECOURSE AGAINST FISH OR PURCHASER OE EISH LANDED 
BY US VESSEL IN FOREIGN COUNTRY, EVEN THOUGH EISH WERE 
CAUGHT IN VIOLATION OE US REGULATIONS. RECOURSE, IE ANY, 

WOULD BE AGAINST OWNER OF VESSEL WHICH CAUGHT THE FISH. 

ALSO, PLEASE NOTE THAT ILLEGAL FISH ARE NOT REPEAT NOT 
DESTROYED OR EVEN PHYSICALLY SEIZED; CUSTOMARILY PROCEEDS 
EROM SALE OF FISH ARE IMPOUNDED. NATIONAL MARINE EISHERIES 
SERVICE ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES ARE STUDYING CASE OE MARIA 
ELENA ILLEGAL LANDING, BUT AT EIRST SIGHT IT APPEARS UNLIKE- 
LY THEY CAN PROCEED AGAINST OWNER UNLESS INEORMATION OE NON- 
CONEIDENTIAL NATURE CAN BE DEVELOPED. IE SUITABLE OPPOR- 
TUNITY OEEERS, EMBASSY MAY WISH TO LET APPROPRIATE GOCR 
AUTHORITIES KNOW THAT OUR ENEORCEMENT PEOPLE FEEL DEEPLY 
DISCOURAGED THAT GOVERNMENT OE MEMBER COUNTRY OE lATTC WOULD 
COUNTENANCE ELAGRANT VIOLATION OF TUNA CONSERVATION PRO- 
GRAM BY US VESSEL, ESPECIALLY AS THEY DO NOT RECALL ANY OUT- 
STANDING PAST INSTANCES OE GOCR COOPERATION IN ENEORCEMENT. 
PROBLEM OE BOOTLEG LANDINGS IN NON-MEMBER COUNTRIES IS SERI- 
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OUS ENOUGH, BUT IE EVEN MEMBER COUNTRIES GIVE AID AND COM- 
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FORT TO VIOLATORS, FUTURE OF INTERNATIONAL TUNA CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM LOOKS DARK INDEED. KISSINGER 
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